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 Epistemology is a science  which deals with 
eh problem of knowledge, the first question 
is concerned with the process and sources 
of human knowledge. 

 Human knowledge is derived from all 
possible sources as sense experience, 
reason and intuition. 

 Here we will discuss the various theories of 
knowledge. 



 Basis on the sense experience, reason and 
intuition , there are some theories of 
knowledge developed. We will study the 
following: 

 Rationalism 

 Empiricism  

 Transcendentalism of Kant 

 Lets have a look on the above said theories. 

 





 Rationalism can be defined as a method of 
philosophy according to which knowledge 
ca be obtained by the exercise of the faculty 
of reasoning and its truth can be 
established on the basis of its conformity 
with the universal principles inherent in 
mind. 

 Thus rationalism is based on reason as the 
central factor in knowledge. 



 We know that the rationalists contend for 
reason as the only source for knowledge, not 
experience. There are two view regarding 
this: 

 (i) Reason works on the data provided by 
experience according to its own principles 

 (ii) Reason unaided by experience can yield 
knowledge which can be verified on its won 
laws. 

 Rationalism maintains that apriori knowledge 
is possible. 
 



 According to rationalism genuine knowledge 
consists of concepts, judgments and law, thus 
rationalism means a view that reason can provide 
us with knowledge and the principles on which 
its validity can be tested it is a method of 
philosophy which attaches the greatest 
importance to reason in matters of knowledge 
and truth. 

 Rene Descartes is the founder of this theory and 
he believes in innate ideas and propounded the 
Method of Doubt and Mind-Body dualism. 





 Empiricism may be defined in a general 
way as the theory of knowledge which 
holds that knowledge originates from 
experience and is final tested by 
experience.  

 According to it, “experience is not only 
the original source of knowledge but it is 
also the final test of the validity of 
knowledge.” 

 

 



 The essential points of empiricism are as 
follow: 

 Experience is the source of all our ideas. 

 The propositions which yield knowledge are 
synthetic. 

 Induction is the method of establishing 
general , real (synthetic) propositions. 

 Real knowledge, that is knowledge 
concerning facts is logically only probable. 



 Locke, Berkeley and Hume are the three 
famous modern empiricists. Locke, for the 
first time, put forth thesis that experience is  
the source of all our ideas. Empiricism has 
taken primarily three forms: 

 (i) Sensationalism of David Hume 

 (ii) Radical Empiricism of James 

 (iii) Logical Positivism of the contemporary 
philosophers. 





 In Kant’s theory of knowledge it is shown 
that sense experience and reason both play 
equally important role and knowledge is not 
possible in the absence of either of the two. 

 What it is in itself is transcended in the very 
process of knowing it. This first and 
foremost realization made Kant call his 
theory of knowledge “Transcendental.” 



 Kant argued that our knowledge is possible only 
though only Synthetic apriori judgments. 

 Kant held that in Physics and in Mathematics we 
have Synthetic Apriori judgment. Any knowledge, 
Kant argues, must be in the form of Synthetic a 
priori judgment. Where we can’t have this types 
of judgment we can’t have any knowledge either 

  metaphysics can’t give us any knowledge since 
this type of judgment is not possible there. 
Kant’s epistemology is the explanation of the 
mechanism of attainment of Synthetic a priori 
judgement. 



 Kant has enumerated twelve categories of 
understanding through which understand the 
whole world of our experience: 

 Rationality, Negation, Limitation, Unity, Plurality, 
Totality, Inherence and Subsistence, Causality 
and Dependence, Community and Reciprocity, 
Possibility, Existence or Non-Existence and 
Necessity. 

 Our reason applies these categories on 
experience and knowledge is obtained. In Kant’s 
theory of knowledge reason is the highest 
faculty. 

 



 Here we studied the theories of knowledge i.e. 
rationalism, empiricism and transcendentalism of 
Immanuel Kant.  
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